A Study with Daily Application

Genesis

Genesis Books Forty-One to Forty-Five

Section Introduction

Chapters One and Two presented the Creation narrative with different emphasis.

Chapter Three described Adam and Eve's horribly wrong choice and the devastating consequences.

Chapter Four described early life after Eden.

Chapters Five and Six describes the terrible failure of humankind to seek after God and His decision to destroy life on the earth and restart with a Noadic remnant.

Chapters Seven and Eight conclude the Ark story.

Chapters Nine and Ten contain God's early instructions to the survivors of the Flood, the sin of Ham, and the future genealogies of the descendants of Noah's sons.

Chapters Eleven, Twelve, and Thirteen describe the disperal of the nations, Abram's travels, the kidnapping of Sarai, and the parting of Abram and Lot.

Chapters Fourteen and Fifteen; Abram given victory in battle rescuing Lot, and the covenant is presented by God.

Chapters Sixteen and Seventeen; Ishmael is born, covenant with Abraham further clarified, male circumcision required.

Chapters Eighteen and Nineteen; the promiseof a son for Abraham and Sarah renewed, the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and Lot's escape.

Chapters Twenty to Twenty-Three; Abraham and Abimelech , The Birth of Isaac , The Sacrifice of Isaac , The Death of Sarah 

Chapters Twenty-Four to Twenty-Five; The Wife for Isaac, The Death of Abraham, The Sons of Ishmael, Jacob and Esau

Chapters Twenty-Six to Twenty-Eight; Isaac and Abimelech, Jacob Cheats Esau out of the Blessing, 

Jacob’s Dream at Bethel

Chapters Twenty-Nine to Thirty-One; The Marriages of Jacob , The Family of Jacob , The Flocks of Jacob , Jacob’s Flight from Laban

Chapters Thirty-two to Thirty-Six; Jacob Wrestles at Peniel, Jacob Meets Esau, Dinah and the Shechemites, The Return to Bethel, The Descendants of Esau

Chapters Thirty-seven to Forty-One; Joseph’s Dreams, Judah and Tamar, Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife, The Cupbearer and the Baker

Sunday

Genesis 41:1-36 

Joseph’s Rise to Power

41:1 At the end of two full years Pharaoh had a dream. As he was standing by the Nile, 41:2 seven fine-looking, fat cows were coming up out of the Nile, and they grazed in the reeds. 41:3 Then seven bad-looking, thin cows were coming up after them from the Nile, and they stood beside the other cows at the edge of the river. 41:4 The bad-looking, thin cows ate the seven fine-looking, fat cows. Then Pharaoh woke up.

41:5 Then he fell asleep again and had a second dream: There were seven heads of grain growing on one stalk, healthy and good. 41:6 Then seven heads of grain, thin and burned by the east wind, were sprouting up after them. 41:7 The thin heads swallowed up the seven healthy and full heads. Then Pharaoh woke up and realized it was a dream.

41:8 In the morning he was troubled, so he called for all the diviner-priests of Egypt and all its wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could interpret them for him. 41:9 Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “Today I recall my failures. 41:10 Pharaoh was enraged with his servants, and he put me in prison in the house of the captain of the guards – me and the chief baker. 41:11 We each had a dream one night; each of us had a dream with its own meaning. 41:12 Now a young man, a Hebrew, a servant of the captain of the guards, was with us there. We told him our dreams, and he interpreted the meaning of each of our respective dreams for us. 41:13 It happened just as he had said to us – Pharaoh restored me to my office, but he impaled the baker.”

41:14 Then Pharaoh summoned Joseph. So they brought him quickly out of the dungeon; he shaved himself, changed his clothes, and came before Pharaoh. 41:15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. But I have heard about you, that you can interpret dreams.” 41:16 Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “It is not within my power, but God will speak concerning the welfare of Pharaoh.”

41:17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I was standing by the edge of the Nile. 41:18 Then seven fat and fine-looking cows were coming up out of the Nile, and they grazed in the reeds. 41:19 Then seven other cows came up after them; they were scrawny, very bad-looking, and lean. I had never seen such bad-looking cows as these in all the land of Egypt! 41:20 The lean, bad-looking cows ate up the seven fat cows. 41:21 When they had eaten them, no one would have known that they had done so, for they were just as bad-looking as before. Then I woke up. 41:22 I also saw in my dream seven heads of grain growing on one stalk, full and good. 41:23 Then seven heads of grain, withered and thin and burned with the east wind, were sprouting up after them. 41:24 The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven good heads of grain. So I told all this to the diviner-priests, but no one could tell me its meaning.”

41:25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Both dreams of Pharaoh have the same meaning. God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 41:26 The seven good cows represent seven years, and the seven good heads of grain represent seven years. Both dreams have the same meaning. 41:27 The seven lean, bad-looking cows that came up after them represent seven years, as do the seven empty heads of grain burned with the east wind. They represent seven years of famine. 41:28 This is just what I told Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do. 41:29 Seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the whole land of Egypt. 41:30 But seven years of famine will occur after them, and all the abundance will be forgotten in the land of Egypt. The famine will devastate the land. 41:31 The previous abundance of the land will not be remembered because of the famine that follows, for the famine will be very severe. 41:32 The dream was repeated to Pharaoh because the matter has been decreed by God, and God will make it happen soon.

41:33 “So now Pharaoh should look for a wise and discerning man and give him authority over all the land of Egypt. 41:34 Pharaoh should do this – he should appoint officials throughout the land to collect one-fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt during the seven years of abundance. 41:35 They should gather all the excess food during these good years that are coming. By Pharaoh’s authority they should store up grain so the cities will have food, and they should preserve it. 41:36 This food should be held in storage for the land in preparation for the seven years of famine that will occur throughout the land of Egypt. In this way the land will survive the famine.”

Prayer

Lord, may Your perfect meaning be made known to me by Your indwelling Holy Spirit and may I be as bold as Joseph in sharing that with others.

Commentary

Two years passed, Joseph was still in prison, the Cupbearer back in the palace.

The Pharaoh had dreams, visions given to him by God, but his “... diviner-priests”, men whose “gift of interpretation” came to them from the evil one because he was the one usually giving the visions to Pharaoh (even if they would not have acknowledged that), were unable to interpret these dreams (because they came from God).

The Cupbearer finally remembered Joseph's request, perhaps as it would now make him a 'hero' to the Pharaoh, and told the story of Joseph's accuracy in interpreting dreams.

God's message, repeated to Pharaoh twice for emphasis, was that a terrible famine of seven years was to follow seven good years.  The counsel of God was that they store one-fifth of the grain during each of the seven good years to carry them through the seven years of famine.

Joseph advised Pharaoh to appoint and empower someone he trusted to oversee this so it would happen as instructed.

Interaction

Consider this:

Neither the Cupbearer or the Pharaoh would have understood the difference between the sources of their dreams, they just pragmatically and superstitiously went to whomever seemed most-capable of providing answers.

Discuss this:

Joseph would appear to have prepped Pharaoh a little with his choice of phrases as he describe the one Pharaoh should choose to lead the famine preparations “... a wise and discerning man” (Joseph was the only one with a clue as to the dreams) and “... give him authority” (Pharaoh was unlikely to have trusted many of those around him).

Reflect upon this:

Joseph, as a result of God's action, went from a falsely-imprisoned man to not only informing Pharaoh but advising him.

Share this:

When has God blessed you with the opportunity to inform, and perhaps advise, someone in authority.  Were you humble in so-doing?  How did they receive your input?

Faith in Action

Prayer

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you where He has given you information of value to someone in a position of authority.  Pray for clarity, wisdom (knowledge plus understanding), and courage.

Action

Today I will find a way to deliver the information, and perhaps also advise, that I have been given to the one for whom it is intended.  This may be a teacher, parent, bureaucrat, politician, member of law enforcement, coach, neighbor, or friend.  I will do so in an appropriate manner and remain humble throughout the process.  I will consult with a Biblical “elder” before, during, and after the process for prayer, accountability, and wise counsel.

Be Specific _______________________________________________________

Monday

Genesis 41:37-57

41:37 This advice made sense to Pharaoh and all his officials. 41:38 So Pharaoh asked his officials, “Can we find a man like Joseph, one in whom the Spirit of God is present?” 41:39 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Because God has enabled you to know all this, there is no one as wise and discerning as you are! 41:40 You will oversee my household, and all my people will submit to your commands. Only I, the king, will be greater than you.

41:41 “See here,” Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I place you in authority over all the land of Egypt.” 41:42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his own hand and put it on Joseph’s. He clothed him with fine linen clothes and put a gold chain around his neck. 41:43 Pharaoh had him ride in the chariot used by his second-in-command, and they cried out before him, “Kneel down!” So he placed him over all the land of Egypt. 41:44 Pharaoh also said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your permission no one will move his hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt.” 41:45 Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah. He also gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife. So Joseph took charge of all the land of Egypt.

41:46 Now Joseph was 30 years old when he began serving Pharaoh king of Egypt. Joseph was commissioned by Pharaoh and was in charge of all the land of Egypt. 41:47 During the seven years of abundance the land produced large, bountiful harvests. 41:48 Joseph collected all the excess food in the land of Egypt during the seven years and stored it in the cities. In every city he put the food gathered from the fields around it. 41:49 Joseph stored up a vast amount of grain, like the sand of the sea, until he stopped measuring it because it was impossible to measure.

41:50 Two sons were born to Joseph before the famine came. Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, was their mother. 41:51 Joseph named the firstborn Manasseh, saying, “Certainly God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s house.” 41:52 He named the second child Ephraim, saying, “Certainly God has made me fruitful in the land of my suffering.”

41:53 The seven years of abundance in the land of Egypt came to an end. 41:54 Then the seven years of famine began, just as Joseph had predicted. There was famine in all the other lands, but throughout the land of Egypt there was food. 41:55 When all the land of Egypt experienced the famine, the people cried out to Pharaoh for food. Pharaoh said to all the people of Egypt, “Go to Joseph and do whatever he tells you.”

41:56 While the famine was over all the earth, Joseph opened the storehouses and sold grain to the Egyptians. The famine was severe throughout the land of Egypt. 41:57 People from every country came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain because the famine was severe throughout the earth.

Prayer

Lord, may my faithful submission to Your Word and Your Holy Spirit equip me to be a valuable servant in Your service.

Commentary

Pharaoh was impressed with Joseph's connection to the God Who sent his dreams so he echoed Joseph's advice to appoint one “wise and discerning” - and appointed Joseph.

Pharaoh went well beyond what Joseph had suggested, making him all-but his equal in power throughout all of Egypt.

Joseph did as he had learned from God, storing-up the grain for the famine – when it came the people Egypt, and in the nations surrounding it, bought the grain they had stored and the people's needs met.

Interaction

Consider this:  

Joseph was faithful to God in his ethics and his humility, thus he was valuable to God in providing a source of grain for his people when the famine came.

Discuss this:  

The text does not report that Joseph offered any resistance to the Pharaoh's provision of an Egyptian to be his wife, and even the daughter of the “priest of On”, very probably one who practiced witchcraft.  Sometimes one may be faithful in some areas and not even think to invite God into decision making in others.

Reflect on this:  

Joseph's ascension to power would be like someone from South Korea becoming the second most powerful man in China.

Share this:  

When have you observed someone wisely anticipating difficult times and leading others to make wise provision – and thus they were better prepared and could even help others?  (Perhaps investing in healthy relationships, preparing for storms, getting a generator, storing extra wood for a fireplace, investing wisely, etc.)

Faith in Action

Prayer

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you where you need to prepare for difficult times ahead.

Action

I agree to act promptly and wisely on what the Holy Spirit shows me about the areas where I need to be better prepared for the storms of life; be they Bible knowledge and understanding (wisdom), energy, finances, food,  health, healthy relationships, or other areas.

Be Specific  _______________________________________________________

Tuesday

Genesis 38:1-11

Joseph’s Brothers in Egypt

42:1 When Jacob heard there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why are you looking at each other?” 42:2 He then said, “Look, I hear that there is grain in Egypt. Go down there and buy grain for us so that we may live and not die.”

42:3 So ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain from Egypt. 42:4 But Jacob did not send Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he said, “What if some accident happens to him?” 42:5 So Israel’s sons came to buy grain among the other travelers, for the famine was severe in the land of Canaan.

42:6 Now Joseph was the ruler of the country, the one who sold grain to all the people of the country. Joseph’s brothers came and bowed down before him with their faces to the ground. 42:7 When Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he pretended to be a stranger to them and spoke to them harshly. He asked, “Where do you come from?” They answered, “From the land of Canaan, to buy grain for food.”

42:8 Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 42:9 Then Joseph remembered the dreams he had dreamed about them, and he said to them, “You are spies; you have come to see if our land is vulnerable!”

42:10 But they exclaimed, “No, my lord! Your servants have come to buy grain for food! 42:11 We are all the sons of one man; we are honest men! Your servants are not spies.”

42:12 “No,” he insisted, “but you have come to see if our land is vulnerable.” 42:13 They replied, “Your servants are from a family of twelve brothers. We are the sons of one man in the land of Canaan. The youngest is with our father at this time, and one is no longer alive.”

42:14 But Joseph told them, “It is just as I said to you: You are spies! 

42:15 You will be tested in this way: As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not depart from this place unless your youngest brother comes here. 42:16 One of you must go and get your brother, while the rest of you remain in prison. In this way your words may be tested to see if you are telling the truth. If not, then, as surely as Pharaoh lives, you are spies!” 42:17 He imprisoned them all for three days. 42:18 On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do as I say and you will live, for I fear God. 42:19 If you are honest men, leave one of your brothers confined here in prison while the rest of you go and take grain back for your hungry families. 42:20 But you must bring your youngest brother to me. Then your words will be verified and you will not die.” They did as he said.

Prayer

Lord, sometimes You test me because I have shown evidence of a poor character in the past.  May I be humble and allow Your testing to teach me and never respond with rebellion so that it becomes a temptation and then sin.

Commentary

Jacob/Israel challenges his older sons for standing around looking helpless in the face of the famine to go to Egypt and to buy some grain, but he refuses to send Benjamin with them.

When they arrive in Egypt Joseph recognizes them but they do not recognize him.

Joseph decides to test them by accusing them of being spies, at which time they defend themselves by saying they have a father and younger brother in Canaan – thinking that would be evidence that they were not spies – but Joseph wants to see his Benjamin and wants to know if his brothers are still selfish and untrustworthy.

Joseph throws them in jail for 3 days then demands that one stay in prison as hostage while the others go and bring back Benjamin as evidence that they were not lying.

Interaction

Consider this:

Joseph had good cause to mistrust his brothers.

Discuss this:

Jacob/Israel feared the loss of Benjamin because he had never ceased mourning the loss of Joseph, however, because the other sons had lied to him about Joseph they no longer whined about his improper favoritism.  When they sinned in their anger against Joseph they lost the right to complain about their father's sin.

Reflect on this:

If Joseph had not been there to save and to later distribute the grain what might Jacob/Israel's family done for food during the famine?  God surely would have provided but what a convoluted way for it to happen because of the sin of Joseph's brothers.

Share this:

When have you made a bad decision that made something in your future a whole lot more complicated and difficult than it may otherwise have been?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you where you may be complicating your future because of poor choices today.

Action:

I agree to accept what the Holy Spirit shows me and to act to bring my choices into line with what God desires rather than what I have been doing out of the weakness of my flesh.

Be Specific  ________________________________________________________

Wednesday

Genesis 42:21-38

42:21 They said to one other, “Surely we’re being punished because of our brother, because we saw how distressed he was when he cried to us for mercy, but we refused to listen. That is why this distress has come on us!” 42:22 Reuben said to them, “Didn’t I say to you, ‘Don’t sin against the boy,’ but you wouldn’t listen? So now we must pay for shedding his blood!” 42:23 (Now they did not know that Joseph could understand them, for he was speaking through an interpreter.) 42:24 He turned away from them and wept. When he turned around and spoke to them again, he had Simeon taken from them and tied up before their eyes.

42:25 Then Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to return each man’s money to his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. His orders were carried out. 42:26 So they loaded their grain on their donkeys and left.

42:27 When one of them opened his sack to get feed for his donkey at their resting place, he saw his money in the mouth of his sack. 42:28 He said to his brothers, “My money was returned! Here it is in my sack!” They were dismayed; they turned trembling one to another and said, “What in the world has God done to us?”

42:29 They returned to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan and told him all the things that had happened to them, saying, 42:30 “The man, the lord of the land, spoke harshly to us and treated us as if we were spying on the land. 42:31 But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we are not spies! 42:32 We are from a family of twelve brothers; we are the sons of one father. One is no longer alive, and the youngest is with our father at this time in the land of Canaan.’

42:33 “Then the man, the lord of the land, said to us, ‘This is how I will find out if you are honest men. Leave one of your brothers with me, and take grain for your hungry households and go. 42:34 But bring your youngest brother back to me so I will know that you are honest men and not spies. Then I will give your brother back to you and you may move about freely in the land.’”

42:35 When they were emptying their sacks, there was each man’s bag of money in his sack! When they and their father saw the bags of money, they were afraid. 42:36 Their father Jacob said to them, “You are making me childless! Joseph is gone. Simeon is gone. And now you want to take Benjamin! Everything is against me.”

42:37 Then Reuben said to his father, “You may put my two sons to death if I do not bring him back to you. Put him in my care and I will bring him back to you.” 42:38 But Jacob replied, “My son will not go down there with you, for his brother is dead and he alone is left. If an accident happens to him on the journey you have to make, then you will bring down my gray hair in sorrow to the grave.”

Prayer

Lord, Numbers 32:23, John 3:20 remind us that our sins will find us out, and 1 John 1:10 says that if we claim to be without sin we make Jesus a liar (He said all have sinned) and therefore the Word does not live in us (we are unsaved).  So please accept my confession that I may be wiped clean and not have to look over my shoulder every day in fear of the retribution of God or of man.

Commentary

Joseph's brothers had carried the burden of their merciless mistreatment for many years, now they believed that their predicament in Egypt was punishment for that.

Joseph, yet to be recognized and communicating through an interpreter, was driven to tears and turned away.

Joseph had their bags filled and the money secretly returned to them in their bags.  When they found the money they were frightened that the Egyptians might accuse them of theft, but as an evidence of their spiritual immaturity, they blamed God.

They told their story to Jacob/Israel but he refused to allow Benjamin to go, even after Reuben offered his own sons' lives as assurance of Benjamin's safe return.  And so they waited as the famine worsened.

Interaction

Consider this:

Joseph's testing of his brothers continued and their tortured souls from their mistreatment of him (though they though him dead, or lost forever in slavery) made them cooperative rather than rebellious.

Discuss this:

Simeon is in prison in Egypt, the people are hungry due to the famine, yet Jacob/Israel's fear of losing Benjamin causes him to refuse to allow the only thing that will make it possible to buy more grain.  Is this wisdom an absence of trust in the Lord God?

Reflect on this:

Had Joseph/Israel been a more pious man, one who properly discipled his sons in the importance of a healthy relationship with God, they might have made many better decisions.

Share this:

When have you been faced with a difficult decision, one that places someone or something you value greatly in harms-way, but one which is plainly unavoidable?  How did you manage your decision making process?  Was the Lord God intentionally invited into that process?  How did things work out?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a place of decision making where He'd like to be invited but one where you have so far made decisions without inviting His input.

Action:

I will intentionally invite the Holy Spirit to direct my decision making in the area(s) that He reveals to me where I have to-date been making decisions in the flesh.  If I have difficulty being certain what He is saying I will ask one who is qualified as a Biblical “elder” to ask God to reveal it to him.

Be Specific  ____________________________________________________

Thursday

Genesis 43:1-14

The Second Journey to Egypt

43:1 Now the famine was severe in the land. 43:2 When they finished eating the grain they had brought from Egypt, their father said to them, “Return, buy us a little more food.”

43:3 But Judah said to him, “The man solemnly warned us, ‘You will not see my face unless your brother is with you.’ 43:4 If you send our brother with us, we’ll go down and buy food for you. 43:5 But if you will not send him, we won’t go down there because the man said to us, ‘You will not see my face unless your brother is with you.’”

43:6 Israel said, “Why did you bring this trouble on me by telling the man you had one more brother?”

43:7 They replied, “The man questioned us thoroughly about ourselves and our family, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Do you have another brother?’ So we answered him in this way. How could we possibly know that he would say, ‘Bring your brother down’?”

43:8 Then Judah said to his father Israel, “Send the boy with me and we will go immediately. Then we will live and not die – we and you and our little ones. 43:9 I myself pledge security for him; you may hold me liable. If I do not bring him back to you and place him here before you, I will bear the blame before you all my life. 43:10 But if we had not delayed, we could have traveled there and back twice by now!”

43:11 Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: Take some of the best products of the land in your bags, and take a gift down to the man – a little balm and a little honey, spices and myrrh, pistachios and almonds. 43:12 Take double the money with you; you must take back the money that was returned in the mouths of your sacks – perhaps it was an oversight. 43:13 Take your brother too, and go right away to the man. 43:14 May the sovereign God grant you mercy before the man so that he may release your other brother and Benjamin! As for me, if I lose my children I lose them.”

Prayer

Lord, sometimes we give too much information to people who may misuse it, give us the wisdom to know what to share and when to take a little extra care.

Commentary

Jacob/Israel's family finally runs out of grain and is faced with the need to return to Egypt for more.

The older sons remind their father that they cannot return to Egypt without Benjamin.  He chastising them for sharing the information about Benjamin, not knowing that they were speaking to Joseph, and they explain that they had no way of knowing the way that he reacted to the information.

Jacob/Israel relented and instructed them to bring the first payments plus a second and well as the best of many other special things so that they will be well-received, their older brother released, Benjamin unharmed, and all return with grain.

His final exclamation was “As for me, if I lose my children I lose them.”, meaning that he recognized that them not going meant they all would starve to death – so his desire to withhold Benjamin was meaningless.

Interaction

Consider this:

Joseph's father and brothers were in a no-win situation, Joseph had the food and the power of a huge nation, and they were hungry and powerless.

Discuss this:

With his experiences with God why do you suppose that the record does not show Jacob/Israel ever consulting God about this situation?

Reflect on this:

Jacob/Israel does refer to the “sovereign God” (El Shaddai), as opposed to the “Lord God”, which suggests that he still views his relationship with God as heirarchical and distant.  [Note:  Genesis 1 uses “sovereign” as God is acting alone in Creation and His relationship with man is not yet the purpose of the text, Genesis 2 and 3 use “Lord”, which also becomes an element of Satan's deception as he persuades Eve to drop “Lord” from her title of respect for God.]

Share this:

When have you found yourself in a no-win situation, partially a result of your own prior poor choices, and you initially forgot to invite God into your decision making?

When did you finally invite Him and what was the result?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you where you need to reconsider resistance to a changed strategy as your circumstances do not allow you the luxury of stubborness – especially stubbornness born of fear.

Action:  

I will prayerfully consult the Holy Spirit for wisdom and will allow Him to direct my decisions – and to be my courage where I need to make some risky choices.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Friday

Genesis 43:15-34

43:15 So the men took these gifts, and they took double the money with them, along with Benjamin. Then they hurried down to Egypt and stood before Joseph. 43:16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the servant who was over his household, “Bring the men to the house. Slaughter an animal and prepare it, for the men will eat with me at noon.” 43:17 The man did just as Joseph said; he brought the men into Joseph’s house.

43:18 But the men were afraid when they were brought to Joseph’s house. They said, “We are being brought in because of the money that was returned in our sacks last time. He wants to capture us, make us slaves, and take our donkeys!” 43:19 So they approached the man who was in charge of Joseph’s household and spoke to him at the entrance to the house. 43:20 They said, “My lord, we did indeed come down the first time to buy food. 43:21 But when we came to the place where we spent the night, we opened our sacks and each of us found his money – the full amount – in the mouth of his sack. So we have returned it. 43:22 We have brought additional money with us to buy food. We do not know who put the money in our sacks!”

43:23 “Everything is fine,” the man in charge of Joseph’s household told them. “Don’t be afraid. Your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks. I had your money.” Then he brought Simeon out to them.

43:24 The servant in charge brought the men into Joseph’s house. He gave them water, and they washed their feet. Then he gave food to their donkeys. 43:25 They got their gifts ready for Joseph’s arrival at noon, for they had heard that they were to have a meal there.

43:26 When Joseph came home, they presented him with the gifts they had brought inside, and they bowed down to the ground before him. 43:27 He asked them how they were doing. Then he said, “Is your aging father well, the one you spoke about? Is he still alive?” 43:28 “Your servant our father is well,” they replied. “He is still alive.” They bowed down in humility.

43:29 When Joseph looked up and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, he said, “Is this your youngest brother, whom you told me about?” Then he said, “May God be gracious to you, my son.” 43:30 Joseph hurried out, for he was overcome by affection for his brother and was at the point of tears. So he went to his room and wept there.

43:31 Then he washed his face and came out. With composure he said, “Set out the food.” 43:32 They set a place for him, a separate place for his brothers, and another for the Egyptians who were eating with him. (The Egyptians are not able to eat with Hebrews, for the Egyptians think it is disgusting to do so.) 43:33 They sat before him, arranged by order of birth, beginning with the firstborn and ending with the youngest. The men looked at each other in astonishment. 43:34 He gave them portions of the food set before him, but the portion for Benjamin was five times greater than the portions for any of the others. They drank with Joseph until they all became drunk.

Prayer

Lord, may we be both surprised and grateful when You have gone on ahead and prepared jus what we need for us, blessing us beyond our rightfully-humble expectations.

Commentary

Joseph's brothers arrived and immediately sought to neutralize any potential trouble due to the gold that had been returned to their grain sacks during their prior visit.

Joseph's servant explained that it was “Your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks.”

Joseph questioned them about their father, Jacob/Israel, and then greeted his younger brother Benjamin.  Joseph was overwhelmed by emotion at the reunion, even though only he knew it to be a reunion, and left the room to weep and to compose himself.

Joseph then joined them in a great feast, treating Benjamin to five-times more food than his brothers.  They were “astonished” that he would do such a thing, as it would appear impolite to the others, but given Jacob/Israel's propensity toward favoritism they were possibly most-surprised that even in Egypt Benjamin was treated with favoritism.

They all ate and drank together until they were “drunk”, which given what is believed to be the traditionally low-alcohol content of wine served at feasts (in those days) may have been an indicator of how long they were together, and/or as the NET translator's notes suggest “and they drank and were intoxicated with him” (or very comfortable and merry with him).

Interaction

Consider this:

Joseph may have been working his way toward forgiveness, once he had tested the character of those who had so badly mistreated him.

Discuss this:

Putting yourself in Joseph's place, the favored son of his father (a man of considerable means), sold into slavery by his brothers, falsely accused and imprisoned while a slave, raised to great authority and power by a foreign king, married to an Egyptian woman with children by her, and now confronted with his brothers.  How easy would it be for you to forgive them after all of that? Remember that he was raised to be a Hebrew, not an Egyptian; believing that being-Hebrew was something special whereas Egyptians thought Hebrews to be a lesser-people not fit to even dine with.

Reflect on this:

Even after all that had transpired Joseph still struggled to disclose his identity to them.  Perhaps out of insecurity that they might condemn him for appearing to sell-out to the Egyptians?  Perhaps still working-past his mistrust?

Share this:

When have you been mistreated by someone, or a group/organization, and the roles have been reversed and they are now before you in need of your grace.  How did you evaluate their sincerity?  How did you deal with your need to give them grace?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you where you need to forgive and reconcile and perhaps even restore a broken relationship.

Action:

I will follow where the Holy Spirit leads me, even though difficult, to offer the same grace that my Lord God – Whom I have so often and greviously offended – has given me – to those who have offended me.  Restoration of relationship may not be possible or even wise, but forgiveness equals freedom and reconciliation means that I stand with Christ with a heart of love.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Saturday

Genesis 44:1-34

The Final Test

44:1 He instructed the servant who was over his household, “Fill the sacks of the men with as much food as they can carry and put each man’s money in the mouth of his sack. 44:2 Then put my cup – the silver cup – in the mouth of the youngest one’s sack, along with the money for his grain.” He did as Joseph instructed.

44:3 When morning came, the men and their donkeys were sent off. 44:4 They had not gone very far from the city when Joseph said to the servant who was over his household, “Pursue the men at once! When you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid good with evil? 44:5 Doesn’t my master drink from this cup and use it for divination? You have done wrong!’”

44:6 When the man overtook them, he spoke these words to them. 44:7 They answered him, “Why does my lord say such things? Far be it from your servants to do such a thing! 44:8 Look, the money that we found in the mouths of our sacks we brought back to you from the land of Canaan. Why then would we steal silver or gold from your master’s house? 44:9 If one of us has it, he will die, and the rest of us will become my lord’s slaves!”

44:10 He replied, “You have suggested your own punishment! The one who has it will become my slave, but the rest of you will go free.” 44:11 So each man quickly lowered his sack to the ground and opened it. 44:12 Then the man searched. He began with the oldest and finished with the youngest. The cup was found in Benjamin’s sack! 44:13 They all tore their clothes! Then each man loaded his donkey, and they returned to the city.

44:14 So Judah and his brothers came back to Joseph’s house. He was still there, and they threw themselves to the ground before him. 44:15 Joseph said to them, “What did you think you were doing? Don’t you know that a man like me can find out things like this by divination?”

44:16 Judah replied, “What can we say to my lord? What can we speak? How can we clear ourselves? God has exposed the sin of your servants! We are now my lord’s slaves, we and the one in whose possession the cup was found.”

44:17 But Joseph said, “Far be it from me to do this! The man in whose hand the cup was found will become my slave, but the rest of you may go back to your father in peace.”

44:18 Then Judah approached him and said, “My lord, please allow your servant to speak a word with you. Please do not get angry with your servant, for you are just like Pharaoh. 44:19 My lord asked his servants, ‘Do you have a father or a brother?’ 44:20 We said to my lord, ‘We have an aged father, and there is a young boy who was born when our father was old. The boy’s brother is dead. He is the only one of his mother’s sons left, and his father loves him.’

44:21 “Then you told your servants, ‘Bring him down to me so I can see him.’ 44:22 We said to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father. If he leaves his father, his father will die.’ 44:23 But you said to your servants, ‘If your youngest brother does not come down with you, you will not see my face again.’ 44:24 When we returned to your servant my father, we told him the words of my lord.

44:25 “Then our father said, ‘Go back and buy us a little food.’ 44:26 But we replied, ‘We cannot go down there. If our youngest brother is with us, then we will go, for we won’t be permitted to see the man’s face if our youngest brother is not with us.’

44:27 “Then your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that my wife gave me two sons. 44:28 The first disappeared and I said, “He has surely been torn to pieces.” I have not seen him since. 44:29 If you take this one from me too and an accident happens to him, then you will bring down my gray hair in tragedy to the grave.’

44:30 “So now, when I return to your servant my father, and the boy is not with us – his very life is bound up in his son’s life. 44:31 When he sees the boy is not with us, he will die, and your servants will bring down the gray hair of your servant our father in sorrow to the grave. 44:32 Indeed, your servant pledged security for the boy with my father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I will bear the blame before my father all my life.’

44:33 “So now, please let your servant remain as my lord’s slave instead of the boy. As for the boy, let him go back with his brothers. 44:34 For how can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? I couldn’t bear to see my father’s pain.”

Prayer

Lord, when You test me for integrity and obedience may I not be found wanting, rather willing to be fully honest and fully surrendered.

Commentary

Joseph is not yet done in his testing of his brothers.  He sets them up with his silver cup on Benjamin's bag to see if they will sell-him-out for their own sakes.

Whereas on the first trip it was Reuben who pleaded for mercy and who offered himself as hostage, this time it is Judah.

The evidence of Judah's changed heart is not only his offer to remain as a slave in Benjamin's place but his exclamation “I couldn’t bear to see my father’s pain.”

Interaction

Consider this:

Joseph is testing his brothers one last time – apparently the pain of their betrayal remained intensely difficult for him to overcome.

Discuss this:

Would you offer yourself as a slave for a sibling, especially one who had been treated with favoritism ahead of you all of his life?

Reflect on this:

How is Judah's offer to be a substitute for Benjamin a precursor to the offer of Jesus to be our substitute?  It is different as Judah's offer was significantly motivated by guilt for what he had helped to do to Benjamin's brother Joseph and for the pain that had caused his father Jacob/Israel for many years.

Share this:

When have you stood-up for another, even offering to take the blame or to fill their place?  What was your motivation and how did it work out?  

Faith in Action

Prayer:  

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you where you where your decisions may be motivated by a sense of guilt, and if that guilt is genuine or a lie of the enemy.  Ask Him also to remind you when He asked you to stand-in for another and you were faithful in so-doing.

Action:

I will prayerfully reject any false-guilt the Holy Spirit reveals to me.  I will acknowledge and seek to make-right anything He reveals that requires it.  I will celebrate the occasion, or occasions, that He has found me a useful tool of His blessing to serve another as a substitute – or at least to have made a genuine offer to do so.

Be Specific  _______________________________________________________
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