A Study with Daily Application

Genesis

By: David M. Colburn

Genesis Books Forty-Six to Fifty

Section Introduction

Chapters One and Two presented the Creation narrative with different emphasis.

Chapter Three described Adam and Eve's horribly wrong choice and the devastating consequences.

Chapter Four described early life after Eden.

Chapters Five and Six describes the terrible failure of humankind to seek after God and His decision to destroy life on the earth and restart with a Noadic remnant.

Chapters Seven and Eight conclude the Ark story.

Chapters Nine and Ten contain God's early instructions to the survivors of the Flood, the sin of Ham, and the future genealogies of the descendants of Noah's sons.

Chapters Eleven, Twelve, and Thirteen describe the disperal of the nations, Abram's travels, the kidnapping of Sarai, and the parting of Abram and Lot.

Chapters Fourteen and Fifteen; Abram given victory in battle rescuing Lot, and the covenant is presented by God.

Chapters Sixteen and Seventeen; Ishmael is born, covenant with Abraham further clarified, male circumcision required.

Chapters Eighteen and Nineteen; the promiseof a son for Abraham and Sarah renewed, the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and Lot's escape.

Chapters Twenty to Twenty-Three; Abraham and Abimelech , The Birth of Isaac , The Sacrifice of Isaac , The Death of Sarah 

Chapters Twenty-Four to Twenty-Five; The Wife for Isaac, The Death of Abraham, The Sons of Ishmael, Jacob and Esau

Chapters Twenty-Six to Twenty-Eight; Isaac and Abimelech, Jacob Cheats Esau out of the Blessing, 

Jacob’s Dream at Bethel

Chapters Twenty-Nine to Thirty-One; The Marriages of Jacob , The Family of Jacob , The Flocks of Jacob , Jacob’s Flight from Laban

Chapters Thirty-two to Thirty-Six; Jacob Wrestles at Peniel, Jacob Meets Esau, Dinah and the Shechemites, The Return to Bethel, The Descendants of Esau

Chapters Thirty-seven to Forty-One; Joseph’s Dreams, Judah and Tamar, Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife, The Cupbearer and the Baker

Chapters Forty-Two to Forty-Five; Joseph’s Rise to Power, Joseph’s Brothers in Egypt, The Second Journey to Egypt, The Final Test

Sunday

Genesis 46

The Family of Jacob goes to Egypt

46:1 So Israel began his journey, taking with him all that he had. When he came to Beer Sheba he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 

46:2 God spoke to Israel in a vision during the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob!” He replied, “Here I am!” 46:3 He said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you into a great nation there. 46:4 I will go down with you to Egypt and I myself will certainly bring you back from there. Joseph will close your eyes.”

46:5 Then Jacob started out from Beer Sheba, and the sons of Israel carried their father Jacob, their little children, and their wives in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent along to transport him. 46:6 Jacob and all his descendants took their livestock and the possessions they had acquired in the land of Canaan, and they went to Egypt. 46:7 He brought with him to Egypt his sons and grandsons, his daughters and granddaughters – all his descendants.

46:8 These are the names of the sons of Israel who went to Egypt – Jacob and his sons:

Reuben, the firstborn of Jacob.

46:9 The sons of Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.

46:10 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar, and Shaul (the son of a Canaanite woman).

46:11 The sons of Levi:

Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

46:12 The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan).

The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul.

46:13 The sons of Issachar: Tola, Puah, Jashub, and Shimron.

46:14 The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel.

46:15 These were the sons of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob in Paddan Aram, along with Dinah his daughter. His sons and daughters numbered thirty-three in all.

46:16 The sons of Gad:

Zephon, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.

46:17 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, and Serah their sister.

The sons of Beriah were Heber and Malkiel.

46:18 These were the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter. She bore these to Jacob, sixteen in all.

46:19 The sons of Rachel the wife of Jacob: Joseph and Benjamin.

46:20 Manasseh and Ephraim were born to Joseph in the land of Egypt. Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, bore them to him.

46:21 The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim and Ard.

46:22 These were the sons of Rachel who were born to Jacob, fourteen in all.

46:23 The son of Dan: Hushim.

46:24 The sons of Naphtali: Jahziel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem.

46:25 These were the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter. She bore these to Jacob, seven in all.

46:26 All the direct descendants of Jacob who went to Egypt with him were sixty-six in number. (This number does not include the wives of Jacob’s sons.) 46:27 Counting the two sons of Joseph who were born to him in Egypt, all the people of the household of Jacob who were in Egypt numbered seventy.

46:28 Jacob sent Judah before him to Joseph to accompany him to Goshen. So they came to the land of Goshen. 46:29 Joseph harnessed his chariot and went up to meet his father Israel in Goshen. When he met him, he hugged his neck and wept on his neck for quite some time.

46:30 Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me die since I have seen your face and know that you are still alive.” 46:31 Then Joseph said to his brothers and his father’s household, “I will go up and tell Pharaoh, ‘My brothers and my father’s household who were in the land of Canaan have come to me. 46:32 The men are shepherds; they take care of livestock. They have brought their flocks and their herds and all that they have.’ 46:33 Pharaoh will summon you and say, ‘What is your occupation?’ 46:34 Tell him, ‘Your servants have taken care of cattle from our youth until now, both we and our fathers,’ so that you may live in the land of Goshen, for everyone who takes care of sheep is disgusting to the Egyptians.”

Prayer

Lord, may I not be afraid as I step out in faith and go where You send me. 

Commentary

Jacon/Israel gathers everything that his people can transport and heads to Egypt.  He stops to make a sacrifice to God and during the night God gives him a vision to encourage him on his journey

It is interesting to note that God knew then that Joseph would use the famine as a tool to enslave all of the peoples in Egypt, trading grain for all of their money, then all of their cattle, then for their freedom.  And he would give it all to Pharoah.

The people of Jacob/Israel were headed into what was to become a land of slavery, but it was a land where they could multiply in great numbers, and one that God promised he would “... certainly bring you back from there.”

The descendants of Jacob/Israel were listed as a matter of historical documentation.

Joseph instructs his family to deceive Pharaoh, telling him that they tended cattle,  because he wanted to give them Goshen but “... everyone who takes care of sheep is disgusting to the Egyptians.”

Interaction

Consider this:

Joseph created a nation of slaves to benefit Pharaoh, his use of power went far beyond what he had originally proposed to Pharaoh as a solution to the famine.

Discuss this:

Why would God allow Jacob/Israel's people to relocate to a land of slaves?

Reflect on this:

Joesph's integrity had limits as he had no problem with his family deceiving Pharaoh.

Share this:

When have you experienced, or observed, someone who was generally of high-integrity forget their integrity for the sake of family or friends, or abuse their power in unexpected ways?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you any place where you may be careless about integrity for the sake of temporary benefit to family or friends.

Action:

I will carefully consider if I am selling-out my integrity to assist family or friends.  If so I will make things right.  If not I will celebrate God's victory in that part of my life.

Be Specific  __________________________________________________________

Monday

Genesis 47

Joseph’s Wise Administration

47:1 Joseph went and told Pharaoh, “My father, my brothers, their flocks and herds, and all that they own have arrived from the land of Canaan. They are now in the land of Goshen.” 47:2 He took five of his brothers and introduced them to Pharaoh.

47:3 Pharaoh said to Joseph’s brothers, “What is your occupation?” They said to Pharaoh, “Your servants take care of flocks, just as our ancestors did.” 47:4 Then they said to Pharaoh, “We have come to live as temporary residents in the land. There is no pasture for your servants’ flocks because the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. So now, please let your servants live in the land of Goshen.”

47:5 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to you. 47:6 The land of Egypt is before you; settle your father and your brothers in the best region of the land. They may live in the land of Goshen. If you know of any highly capable men among them, put them in charge of my livestock.”

47:7 Then Joseph brought in his father Jacob and presented him before Pharaoh. Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 47:8 Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How long have you lived?” 47:9 Jacob said to Pharaoh, “All the years of my travels are 130. All the years of my life have been few and painful; the years of my travels are not as long as those of my ancestors.” 47:10 Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from his presence.

47:11 So Joseph settled his father and his brothers. He gave them territory in the land of Egypt, in the best region of the land, the land of Rameses, just as Pharaoh had commanded. 47:12 Joseph also provided food for his father, his brothers, and all his father’s household, according to the number of their little children.

Prayer

Lord, Your promised Jacob/Israel that it was good and safe for he and his people to relocate to Egypt for a time – Your promise was kept way beyond what he could have imagined.

Commentary

When Joseph presented his family to Pharaoh he referred to flocks and herds, therefore he admitted that they were keepers of sheep (flocks) but added a reference to herds so that they maintained some credibility – recalling that Joseph had warned them that Egyptians thought shepherds of sheep were disgusting.

Pharaoh, based on his experience with Joseph, inquired “If you know of  any highly capable men among them, put them in charge of my livestock.”

Joseph then introduces his father to Pharaoh who inquires as to his age to which Jacob/Israel replies 130 years – brief and pain-filled but not so long or as challenging as the years and travels of his ancestors.

Jacob/Israel “blessed” Pharaoh, which would have been thanks for his kindness in elevating and preserving Joseph and to them in allowing their relocation to Egypt.

Pharaoh commanded that Joseph locate his family in the finest land within Egypt, more than fulfilling God's promise to Jacob/Israel that it was good for them to relocate to Egypt for a time.

Interaction

Consider this

Joseph had so earned the trust of Pharaoh that he hoped for more good men among his family members.

Discuss this

Compare and contrast the life-span and the challenges of Jacob/Israel to his ancestors, Abraham and Issac.

Reflect on this

Jacob/Israel and his people were dying in Canaan and God relocated them to Egypt, not any place in Egypt, but the best land there was.

Share this

When has God blessed you far beyond what you expected?  Who have you told and how have you thanks Him with praise and obedience?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you opportunities to tell the story of His many blessings.

Action:  

I agree to take appropriate advantage of every opportunity to share the story of God's blessings, as an encouragement to fellow believers, and as an evangelical/missionary testimony to those who may be considering-Christ.

Be Specific  _______________________________________________________

Tuesday

Genesis 47:13-26

Joseph’s Wise Administration (continued)

47:13 But there was no food in all the land because the famine was very severe; the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan wasted away because of the famine. 47:14 Joseph collected all the money that could be found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan as payment for the grain they were buying. Then Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh’s palace. 47:15 When the money from the lands of Egypt and Canaan was used up, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us food! Why should we die before your very eyes because our money has run out?”

47:16 Then Joseph said, “If your money is gone, bring your livestock, and I will give you food in exchange for your livestock.” 47:17 So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them food in exchange for their horses, the livestock of their flocks and herds, and their donkeys. He got them through that year by giving them food in exchange for livestock.

47:18 When that year was over, they came to him the next year and said to him, “We cannot hide from our lord that the money is used up and the livestock and the animals belong to our lord. Nothing remains before our lord except our bodies and our land. 47:19 Why should we die before your very eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land in exchange for food, and we, with our land, will become Pharaoh’s slaves. Give us seed that we may live and not die. Then the land will not become desolate.”

47:20 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh. Each of the Egyptians sold his field, for the famine was severe. So the land became Pharaoh’s. 47:21 Joseph made all the people slaves from one end of Egypt’s border to the other end of it. 47:22 But he did not purchase the land of the priests because the priests had an allotment from Pharaoh and they ate from their allotment that Pharaoh gave them. That is why they did not sell their land.

47:23 Joseph said to the people, “Since I have bought you and your land today for Pharaoh, here is seed for you. Cultivate the land. 47:24 When you gather in the crop, give one-fifth of it to Pharaoh, and the rest will be yours for seed for the fields and for you to eat, including those in your households and your little children.” 47:25 They replied, “You have saved our lives! You are showing us favor, and we will be Pharaoh’s slaves.”

47:26 So Joseph made it a statute, which is in effect to this day throughout the land of Egypt: One-fifth belongs to Pharaoh. Only the land of the priests did not become Pharaoh’s.

Prayer

Lord, when people are hungry they become easy prey for manipulation, may we be good stewards as You meet our physical needs so that we are never vulnerable to the world.

Commentary

Joseph uses the famine to systematically bring all of the money, all of the livestock, all of the land, and all of the people under the ownership and control of the Pharaoh.

After making the people slaves without money, land, or livestock he offers them seed to plant Pharaoh's crops.

Interaction

Consider this:

One of the seeds Joseph planted is of the opportunity for a future Pharaoh to add his family to the population of slaves in Egypt.

Discuss this:

What were Joseph's options?  Buy greater loyalty of the people to the Pharaoh through the giving of the grain to them?  Barter a percentage of crops, a lease of the land, only a percentage of the livestock, and/or a term of free-labor instead of slavery and the taking of all of the money and the land and the livestock and the freedom of the people?

Reflect on this:

Joseph's family was not included in the enslavement of the people and the acquisition of their money, land, and livestock.  With only those closely associated with the Pharaoh and the priests still free a great deal more power was concentrated in a ruling class and the potential for great jealousy toward the non-Egyptian Hebrews planted.

Share this:

When have you observed the concentration of power and resources in a community or a region/nation where not everyone was treated equally?  What sort of troubles did that create?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you where you may be vulnerable to losing your freedom because you are becoming, or have become, too dependent upon others – who do not serve the Lord God.

Action:

I agree to make an intentional effort to get out of debt, to reduce spending, to become as energy-independent as possible, to grow as much food as possible, to network with others to share food and other resources, and to otherwise limit my actual and potential dependence upon government should circumstances become economically disfficult - as described in today's Bible text.

Be Specific  ________________________________________________________

Wednesday

Genesis 47:27 - 48:4

47:27 Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen, and they owned land there. They were fruitful and increased rapidly in number.

47:28 Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years; the years of Jacob’s life were 147 in all. 47:29 The time for Israel to die approached, so he called for his son Joseph and said to him, “If now I have found favor in your sight, put your hand under my thigh and show me kindness and faithfulness. Do not bury me in Egypt, 47:30 but when I rest with my fathers, carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their burial place.” Joseph said, “I will do as you say.”

47:31 Jacob said, “Swear to me that you will do so.” So Joseph gave him his word. Then Israel bowed down at the head of his bed. 

Manasseh and Ephraim

48:1 After these things Joseph was told, “Your father is weakening.” So he took his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim with him. 48:2 When Jacob was told, “Your son Joseph has just come to you,” Israel regained strength and sat up on his bed. 48:3 Jacob said to Joseph, “The sovereign God appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me. 48:4 He said to me, ‘I am going to make you fruitful and will multiply you. I will make you into a group of nations, and I will give this land to your descendants as an everlasting possession.’

Prayer

Lord, Your prophesy is revealed at the perfect time, may we serve You in faithful and patient-trust and not demand to know every detail of the future.

Commentary

God had placed the Hebrews in the best land in Egypt and they were not initially subject to the Pharaoh's ownership of them and all that they owned, so they flourished.

At 147 years old and near-death Jacob/Israel copied the priestly vow that Abraham administered to the servant he was sending to find a wife for Issac and had Joseph swear, with his hand under his thigh – an intimate and submissive act – to bury him in Canaan and not in Egypt.  Joseph gave his word.

A short while later Joseph heard that Jacob/Israel was fading and brought his two sons to him.  Jacob/Israel reminded Joseph of God's prophesy to him – one that contained an additional detail not in that given to Abraham and Issac before him “I will make you into a group of nations ...”

Interaction

Consider this:

The Hebrews mutiplied financially in a fertile land which allowed them to benefit from their hard work and numerically as they were blessed by God in fulfillment of His prophesy.

Discuss this:

Jacob/Israel never forgot that Egypt was not his home, nor was it to become the permanent home of his people, he used the symbolism of his burial in Canaan as a reminder to everyone of the promise of God to one day return them to the Promised Land.

Reflect on this:

God has revealed to Jacob/Israel and Joseph, through him, His plan to make His people a nation of tribes for the first time, this would change the nature of their leadership in recognition of the leadership needs of their increased numbers.

Share this:

When have you been a part of a growing fellowship or other organization and experienced the demands of that growth for shared leadership?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you where more leaders may be needed, and where a clarification of foundational values may also need to be emphasized.

Action:

I will prayerfully see if I need to be prepared for leadership, or if I need to be preparing others, or both – and I will do so.  I will also prayerfully consider if our growth has weakened, or threatens to weaken, our remembrence of our foundational purpose and values – and I will do what I can to remind myself and others of them.

Be Specific  ____________________________________________________

Thursday

Genesis 48:5-22

48:5 “Now, as for your two sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, they will be mine. Ephraim and Manasseh will be mine just as Reuben and Simeon are. 48:6 Any children that you father after them will be yours; they will be listed under the names of their brothers in their inheritance. 48:7 But as for me, when I was returning from Paddan, Rachel died – to my sorrow – in the land of Canaan. It happened along the way, some distance from Ephrath. So I buried her there on the way to Ephrath” (that is, Bethlehem).

48:8 When Israel saw Joseph’s sons, he asked, “Who are these?” 48:9 Joseph said to his father, “They are the sons God has given me in this place.” His father said, “Bring them to me so I may bless them.” 48:10 Now Israel’s eyes were failing because of his age; he was not able to see well. So Joseph brought his sons near to him, and his father kissed them and embraced them. 48:11 Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see you again, but now God has allowed me to see your children too.”

48:12 So Joseph moved them from Israel’s knees and bowed down with his face to the ground. 48:13 Joseph positioned them; he put Ephraim on his right hand across from Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh on his left hand across from Israel’s right hand. Then Joseph brought them closer to his father. 48:14 Israel stretched out his right hand and placed it on Ephraim’s head, although he was the younger. Crossing his hands, he put his left hand on Manasseh’s head, for Manasseh was the firstborn.

48:15 Then he blessed Joseph and said, “May the God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked – the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this day,

48:16 the Angel who has protected me from all harm – bless these boys.  May my name be named in them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac.  May they grow into a multitude on the earth.”

48:17 When Joseph saw that his father placed his right hand on Ephraim’s head, it displeased him. So he took his father’s hand to move it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. 48:18 Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my father, for this is the firstborn. Put your right hand on his head.”

48:19 But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know. He too will become a nation and he too will become great. In spite of this, his younger brother will be even greater and his descendants will become a multitude of nations.” 48:20 So he blessed them that day, saying, “By you will Israel bless, saying, ‘May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh.’” So he put Ephraim before Manasseh.

48:21 Then Israel said to Joseph, “I am about to die, but God will be with you and will bring you back to the land of your fathers. 48:22 As one who is above your brothers, I give to you the mountain slope, which I took from the Amorites with my sword and my bow.”

Prayer

Lord, may I remember that there is a difference between hurt and harm, the way that Jacob/Israel understood in his prayer for Joseph's children

Commentary

Jacob/Israel – who had acknowledged many hurts to Pharaoh and then the loss of Rachel to Joseph -  asked God to cause the angel that kept him from harm to also be with Joseph's sons.

Joseph thought that Jacob/Israel was troubled by blindness, or confusion, when he was blessing the younger Ephraim before Manasseh – but it was God's will.

Ephraim and Manasseh will numbered among the tribes, one taking Joseph's place and the other Levi's – who would be a distributed people serving as priests but not as one of the 12-peer tribes.

He repeated God's prophesy that Joseph and the rest of the extended family would one day return “... to the land of your fathers”, then reiterated his favoritism by giving Joseph “... the mountain slope” as symbolic of Joseph being above his brothers in favor.

Interaction

Consider this:

Jacob/Israel , at the direction of God, makes two of Joseph's sons peers with Joseph's brothers as heads of tribes.  Perhaps as a reward for Joseph's faithful and personally-sacrificial service.

Discuss this:

The angels of God are sent to protect us from harm but not from hurt, are not hurts often a vehicle for learning?

Reflect on this:

Once again God directs that the first-born is not always the leader among the sons.

Share this:

What have you been taught about the role of angels in the life of believers?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the times when God allowed you to experience hurt but protected you from harm.

Action:  

I will thank the Lord God for allowing hurts where I needed to be taught, or I was His tool to teach another, and that He has protected me from harm.  I will share those stories with a fellow believer as a praise and with someone considering-Christ as an encouragement to surrender to Him.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Friday

Genesis 49

The Blessing of Jacob

49:1 Jacob called for his sons and said, “Gather together so I can tell you what will happen to you in the future.

49:2 “Assemble and listen, you sons of Jacob; listen to Israel, your father.

49:3 Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might and the beginning of my strength, outstanding in dignity, outstanding in power. 49:4 You are destructive like water and will not excel, for you got on your father’s bed, then you defiled it – he got on my couch!

49:5 Simeon and Levi are brothers, weapons of violence are their knives!  49:6 O my soul, do not come into their council, do not be united to their assembly, my heart, for in their anger they have killed men, and for pleasure they have hamstrung oxen. 49:7 Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce, and their fury, for it was cruel. I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel!

49:8 Judah, your brothers will praise you. Your hand will be on the neck of your enemies, your father’s sons will bow down before you. 49:9 You are a lion’s cub, Judah, from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He crouches and lies down like a lion; like a lioness – who will rouse him? 49:10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs; the nations will obey him. 49:11 Binding his foal to the vine, and his colt to the choicest vine, he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. 49:12 His eyes will be dark from wine, and his teeth white from milk.

49:13 Zebulun will live by the haven of the sea and become a haven for ships; his border will extend to Sidon. 

49:14 Issachar is a strong-boned donkey lying down between two saddlebags. 49:15 When he sees a good resting place, and the pleasant land, he will bend his shoulder to the burden and become a slave laborer.

49:16 Dan will judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel. 49:17 May Dan be a snake beside the road, a viper by the path, that bites the heels of the horse so that its rider falls backward. 49:18 I wait for your deliverance, O Lord. 

49:19 Gad will be raided by marauding bands, but he will attack them at their heels.

49:20 Asher’s food will be rich, and he will provide delicacies to royalty. 

49:21 Naphtali is a free running doe, he speaks delightful words.

49:22 Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough near a spring whose branches climb over the wall. 49:23 The archers will attack him, they will shoot at him and oppose him. 49:24 But his bow will remain steady, and his hands will be skillful; because of the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob,  because of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel, 49:25 because of the God of your father, who will help you, because of the sovereign God, who will bless you with blessings from the sky above, blessings from the deep that lies below, and blessings of the breasts and womb. 49:26 The blessings of your father are greater than the blessings of the eternal mountains or the desirable things of the age-old hills. They will be on the head of Joseph and on the brow of the prince of his brothers.

49:27 Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the morning devouring the prey, and in the evening dividing the plunder.”

49:28 These are the twelve tribes of Israel. This is what their father said to them when he blessed them. He gave each of them an appropriate blessing.

49:29 Then he instructed them, “I am about to go to my people. Bury me with my fathers in the cave in the field of Ephron the Hittite. 49:30 It is the cave in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought for a burial plot from Ephron the Hittite. 49:31 There they buried Abraham and his wife Sarah; there they buried Isaac and his wife Rebekah; and there I buried Leah. 49:32 The field and the cave in it were acquired from the sons of Heth.”

49:33 When Jacob finished giving these instructions to his sons, he pulled his feet up onto the bed, breathed his last breath, and went to his people.

Prayer

Lord, Your knowledge of the future is accurate, Your understanding of the heart of man clear, and Your wisdom perfect.

Commentary

On his death bed Jacob/Israel gathers his family to communicate God's blessing and prophesy for each of those who would become the 12 political Tribes, plus the special priestly Tribe.

Reuben, despite being the first born, was denied leadership due to his effort to manipulate power by his sin against his father with Behulah.  The tribe by his name would tend toward the destructive and will not excel.

Simeon is called-out for his cruelty, together with Levi, and told that the tribes by their name would be divided in Jacob (physical inheritance) and Israel (tribal roles).

Levi is called-out for his cruelty, together with Simeon, and told that the tribes by their name would be divided in Jacob (physical inheritance) and Israel (tribal roles).

Judah is lifted to the role of leader of the 12 Tribes and is identified as the next in the line that will flow from him to Jesus the Christ “The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs; the nations will obey him.”

Zebulun's tribe will be fishermen, sailors, and traders.

Issachar's tribe will readily exchange freedom for comfort, working hard but as slaves.

Dan's tribe will be a means of God's accountability to fellow tribes.

Gad's tribe would struggle to remain in freedom and at peace but would cleverly harass their enemies even though facing great odds.

Asher's tribe would be chefs and servants of royalty, perhaps looking ahead to the Israelite kings and/or the service of foreign kings while in captivity.

Naphtali's tribe would be artists and poets prone to constant movement.

Joseph would become two tribes though his sons, adopted by Jacob/Israel as peers to Joseph and his brothers:  Ephraim and Manasseh were already blessed and given their prophesies in 48:5-12, one taking Joseph's place and the other Levi's.

Benjamin's tribe would be effective hunter-warriors who would acquire clothing, food, and other resources for the other tribes.

He concluded with an insistence that they bury him with Abraham, Sarah, Isaac,  Rebekah, and Leah.

Interaction

Consider this:

The rest of the Old Testament revolves around the Tribes of Israel and these blessings and prophesies serve as a guideline to understanding.

Discuss this:

How does the blessing and prophesy of Judah remind you of Jesus the Christ?

Reflect on this:

Jacob/Israel was not communicating his personal opinion but the blessing and prophesy given to him by God

Share this:

Where in the Old Testament have you observed the blessing and prophesy that Jacob/Israel communicated to his sons actualized in the generations to come?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you choices that you are making that make it more or less probable God will choose to bless you.

Action:

I will listen to the Holy Spirit and emphasize those areas of my life where I am living rightly before Him and repent, turn away from, those where I am in rebellion – no matter how minor.  Where I am uncertain I will seek the prayerful counsel of one who is Biblically qualified as an “elder”.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Saturday

Genesis 50

The Burials of Jacob and Joseph

50:1 Then Joseph hugged his father’s face. He wept over him and kissed him. 50:2 Joseph instructed the physicians in his service to embalm his father, so the physicians embalmed Israel. 50:3 They took forty days, for that is the full time needed for embalming. The Egyptians mourned for him seventy days.

50:4 When the days of mourning had passed, Joseph said to Pharaoh’s royal court, “If I have found favor in your sight, please say to Pharaoh, 50:5 ‘My father made me swear an oath. He said, “I am about to die. Bury me in my tomb that I dug for myself there in the land of Canaan.” Now let me go and bury my father; then I will return.’” 50:6 So Pharaoh said, “Go and bury your father, just as he made you swear to do.”

50:7 So Joseph went up to bury his father; all Pharaoh’s officials went with him – the senior courtiers of his household, all the senior officials of the land of Egypt, 50:8 all Joseph’s household, his brothers, and his father’s household. But they left their little children and their flocks and herds in the land of Goshen. 50:9 Chariots and horsemen also went up with him, so it was a very large entourage.

50:10 When they came to the threshing floor of Atad on the other side of the Jordan, they mourned there with very great and bitter sorrow. There Joseph observed a seven day period of mourning for his father. 50:11 When the Canaanites who lived in the land saw them mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, they said, “This is a very sad occasion for the Egyptians.” That is why its name was called Abel Mizraim, which is beyond the Jordan.

50:12 So the sons of Jacob did for him just as he had instructed them. 50:13 His sons carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, near Mamre. This is the field Abraham purchased as a burial plot from Ephron the Hittite. 50:14 After he buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, along with his brothers and all who had accompanied him to bury his father.

50:15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph bears a grudge and wants to repay us in full for all the harm we did to him?” 50:16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave these instructions before he died: 50:17 ‘Tell Joseph this: Please forgive the sin of your brothers and the wrong they did when they treated you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sin of the servants of the God of your father.” When this message was reported to him, Joseph wept. 50:18 Then his brothers also came and threw themselves down before him; they said, “Here we are; we are your slaves.” 50:19 But Joseph answered them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 50:20 As for you, you meant to harm me, but God intended it for a good purpose, so he could preserve the lives of many people, as you can see this day. 50:21 So now, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your little children.” Then he consoled them and spoke kindly to them.

50:22 Joseph lived in Egypt, along with his father’s family. Joseph lived 110 years. 50:23 Joseph saw the descendants of Ephraim to the third generation. He also saw the children of Makir the son of Manasseh; they were given special inheritance rights by Joseph.

50:24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely come to you and lead you up from this land to the land he swore on oath to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 50:25 Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath. He said, “God will surely come to you. Then you must carry my bones up from this place.” 50:26 So Joseph died at the age of 110. After they embalmed him, his body was placed in a coffin in Egypt.

Prayer

Lord, ay I be found as humble and kind as Joseph, meekly refusing to use the power I have to take vengeance upon those who have wronged me.

Commentary

Joseph was so highly respected and truested in Egypt that not only did they join him in mourning the entire senior court of the Pharaoh, and many others (but not Pharaoh) traveled with him to Canaan to bury Jacob/Israel.

Joseph's brothers, still stuck in their small world of fear, fussed about the possibiilty that Joseph might harm them now that their father was no longer alive.  They went to Joseph in humility and pleaded for his mercy.

Joseph declared “Am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant to harm me, but God intended it for a good purpose, so he could preserve the lives of many people, as you can see this day.”

Joseph also promised to provide for them and their children and he comforted and encouraged them – as the prophesy had foretold they bowed-down to him, as even before his death Jacob/Israel had traveled to Egypt so that Joseph could provide for him (and his family).

Joseph later died and received the promise of his family that when God took them out of Egypt they would bring his bones with them.

Interaction

Consider this:

Was it God's desire that Joseph's brothers sell him into slavery so that he might become powerful enough to provide for them?  The text does not say that – God saw what was in their hearts, prophesied in general how He would turn their evil to good, and then guided the process.  God is never the author of sin.

Discuss this:

Joseph could have sought revenge – do you think that anyone, his brothers or the people in Egypt, would have questioned his right to do so?  Joseph remained humble – clearly recogizing that vengeance belonged to the Lord.

Reflect on this:

Despite all that he had suffered, most of his life lived away from his family, Joseph was gracious.

Share this:

When have you had the right, in the eyes of the world, and the power to wreak vengeance  upon someone who had wronged you in the past.  What did you do?

Faith in Action

Prayer:  

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you where God has redeemed good from what humans have intended for evil.

Action:

I will listen closely to the Holy Spirit to discover a place when I may show God's forgiveness and grace, where I may choose to surrender my claim of righteous-vengeance to Him, and where I may encourage rather than terrify someone who has wronged me.

Be Specific  _______________________________________________________
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